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[bookmark: _GoBack](1) What are some of the most interesting and informative publications (i.e., journals)?  
The purpose of my research is to determine if small group guided reading impacts achievement on state-mandated testing. There were numerous publications that I found both informative and interesting. The three publications that stood out to me were The Journal of Language & Literacy Education, The American Education Research Journal and Institute of Education Sciences U.S. Department of Education-The Regional Educational Laboratory Program. 
The Journal of Language & Literacy Education was the most interesting to me. I enjoyed the article "When Guided Reading Isn’tWorking: Strategies for Effective Instruction",(2004, pp134-141). The main reason I was impressed with this journal was because I enjoyed the topic, and more importantly, the fact that although the research supports guided reading as an effective teaching strategy, this particular journal was willing to step out of the comfort zone of many educators and talk about what to do when guided reading is not successful. The overall conclusion of the article was that teachers need to look to student behavior to guide and motivate instructional strategies. This pretty much sums up my philosophy of education in one statement. That is another reason I enjoyed this publication.
The American Education Research Journal and The Institute of Education Sciences U.S. Department of Education-The Regional Educational Laboratory Program were the other two publications that I found most informative. The research included was well prepared and organized in a manner that was easy to understand. The American Education Research Journal article, "Classroom Effects on Children’s Achievement Trajectories in Elementary School", (2008, pp365-397). shared great insight about the importance of the classroom setting. The research base and interesting topics made this a favorite.
(2) Are they published by a specific professional organization (e.g., National Science Teachers Association; Council for Exceptional Children)?
The journals that I found most interesting were not published by one specific organization. 
 (3) Do they seem to be research focused or teacher (i.e. practitioner) focused?
The three journals that I found most interesting and informative were research focused. I would personally rather read research based articles. I enjoy looking at the original data and drawing my own conclusions. I plan to use The Journal of Language & Literacy Education, The American Education Research Journal and Institute of Education Sciences U.S. Department of Education-The Regional Educational Laboratory Program to help answer future questions pertaining to education. 
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